Villa with a view

With 90 golf holes to play and 25 polo tournaments a season,

Sotogrande is a summer sports Mecca. Sophia Wilson discovers
a palatial villa in progress that’s ideal for active sophisticates

he private Andalusian estate of
T Sotogrande has been a sun-soaked
haven for the wealthy since the
1960s. Now a new six-house
gated community, El Mirador offers privacy
with modern flair. The first of its pavilion-style
properties is nearing completion, while the
neighbouring Villa Vela is still on the market
and will be ready to move into for the 2020
Med season.

Designed by Andalusian architect Manuel
Ruiz of ARK architects, the curving five-
bedroom home is split over three floors with
a contemporary style featuring clean lines,
floor-to-ceiling windows and extensive outdoor
living spaces. I¢'s built around a tiered circular
central terrace with an infinity pool and superb
views out to sea. A bright, 1,404-square-metre
interior will house a grand master suite, fouren
suite guest bedrooms, indoor swimming pool
and a gym. It also has an additional bedroom
for staff and undercover parking,

The owner will have access o the La
Reserva Club’s facilities, including its 18-hole
Championship Golf Course, a tennis and padel
club and The Beach, southern Europe’s first
freshwater swimming lagoon. Despite being

five kilometres from the Med, The Beach
still has sandy shores, a boho Beach Club
that serves up killer cocktails and modern
Spanish fare, and a waterspors centre.
Created by American industrialist Colonel
Joseph McMicking in 1962, Sotogrande
has mainined its real-estate prowess.
“lts allure lies in its position, abundance of
space and spectacular views,” says Marc
Topiol, CEO of Sotogrande SA. "This, coupled
with the fact that La Reserva Club is sdll
within easy reach of busier towns such as
Marbella, and Andalucia’s cultural centres
such as Seville, Cérdoba and Cidiz, makes
for a winning formula.”
Villa Vela, EI Mirador, La Reserva Sotogrande, is
slated for completion in April 2020 and is for sale
for€9.2 million, lareservadubsotogrande.com
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The lowdown

The Real Club de Maritimo de
Sotogrande Is lass than &.5km
away, can host yachts up to

70 metres and has a busy regatta
schedule during the summer.
Graltar International Alrport Is
less than 25km away and has
private jet faciities. Annual goir
tournaments at the La Reserva
Cuub Include the Couple’s
Tournament {4 August) and
Parent and Child Tournament

{12 Augus?). This year also saw
some of the top ladies In Europe
piay the Inaugural La Reserva

de Sotogrande Invitational.

Villa Velo's breathtaking views from
the infiniy pool spon the Lo Resenvo
Club golf course below and the
Rock of Gitraitar fo the south

The modarn but muted syfing and
the feeling of spoce and allow for
light to flood the indoor poal ond gym

boatinternational.com



VOYAGE

Horse power

Four legs good, four ponies wielded by athletic
Argentinians better. Sophia Wilson gives
the lowdown on the finest spots to watch
the Sport of Kings via your superyacht

SOTOGRANDE
Andalucia, Spain

on Tha Sotog) y was croatad In 1942 by Fllpino
Industriaist Cof Joseph McMicking and Its gated wilias soon hosted

summar soirdaes packed with tha Mad aite think Mustique overiooking
tha Rock of Gibraltar). Polo followed thanks to McMicking's nephaw,

Enrique Zobal who created the Baach ground in 1945, Fast forward 50
ysars and thera are now 16 Nalds in this sun-drenchod comer of

Andaucl. The high-goal actlon contres on the manicurad lawns of the

Santa Maria Folo Chab, the of polo gr

on the banks of the Guadiaro estuary, Its Sakds are Avidod by paim troes

and white canvas parasols to protect visitors from the Spanish sun.

What to watch: The international Polo Tournamant (part of the Grand

Sam), & hald annually at Santa Maria, this year from 24 July to 31 August.

Drass to (casually) Imprass: Mon can’t go far wrang copying tha look of

polo-playing Ralph Lauren mocel Nacho Figueras (poio shirt and chinos).

Ladics, think chic summear drassas and comfy wadges (Ot lsn’t Ascot).
Steaks are hight Homasick Argantinian polo playars get thalr protain
fxas at Cancha 4, which sarves up steaks flown In from South Amarica
and flamad on a traditional wood-burning gril. Tha rustic restaurant sits
above the Aysla Clubrs poko grounds, perfect for sundownars whila
watching the avaning chukkas.

Start from scratchc Christian Byrne, from the family that started kuury
sk company Powdar Byrna, has turned his axpartisa 1o summar
acthtias with Polo Valloy. With more than 50 ponies, Including

2 freg-roaming Shatiand, It offers kssons for a8 abiftks.

Buy your own stable: La Raserva Club Sotogranda’s latest davalopmant,
El Mrador, stil has paiatial modarn mansions for saie (560 poge 206).
Bast by boat: Sotogranda’s maring Is naar tha Santa Maria Polo Club and
can host yachts up to 70m. santamariapoiociub.com
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POLO PARLANCE
Chukka: The period of pisy,
lasting seven minutes.




